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Welfare Issues in Sows

Prysical wellbeing
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Welfare Issues in Meat Pigs

Prysical wellbeing
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Key welfare issues in commercial production

— Confinement
 Stalls, farrowing crates, lack of space provision in loose housing

— Lack of stimulating environment
* Provide substrate — edible, destructible, investigable, manipulable

— Lack of comfortable environment
* Provide bedding, cooling, no draughts, thermal comfort

— Routine mutilations
 Tail docking, teeth-clipping, castration

— Breeding for high prolificacy & growth rate

— Poor welfare outcomes
* Lameness, poor body condition, skin lesions, tail bite incidence

s Food Business



Group housing in the dry period
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Free-farrowing

i ere® Food Business

Indoor free-farrowing systems
- practieal options

for sows

COMPASSION £%
in world farming .

Food Business

SUMMARY

Systams which uro designod to fulfil all the
noods of the sow and her litter will be more
accoptablo from a walfare point of view. but

of existi i can
bowwphbh dthodmgnukmmmlmunt

tho sows’ noed to nest build, and the piglots
nood for safety in carly lactation.

Rostruining the sow prior to farrowing,
then allowing hor froadom to movo after
birth, works against thess neods. Tomporury
rostraint of the sow should not become
pormanont. It may result in a systom which
is casior to manage, but would not offer an
improvement in sow walfare compared to the
traditional farrowing crata.

1t is cloar that & numbar of projects in sevoral
countries have now addressod the design

of farrowing sccommodation using basic
babavioural noads as the starting point of

the design procsss. As theso are testod and
modified on farm, thore is & real possibility of
soveral practical alternativos to the farrowing
crate being commarcially viahls in the near
future.

* Concarns about piglat mortality

*» Concarns about pnnuclhty (managemaont
oase, labour and hygiena)

* Comcarns about cost

Rocant data comparing mortality of di

di individual frea farrowing

symsmaopanbdmdnlnulsblh.hmmgmu

% Total Mortality (live births & still births)
From Baxter et. al (2012)
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* Group aro the most i
and have relativaly high munnhty (unless
initially crated)

* Dasigned pens are the most consistent with
rolatively low mortality




, \o
~Farrowing

A A A VA VA WA WA AV

Welcome to FreeFarrowing.org

org I3 an infg Hon re priman
aspect of free tarrowing and lactation syst
Find out mor
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Resources
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Information on different Latest on research in Find out w ) Latest informabon on fr
pen designs including welfare to know agislatio farrowing economi
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and outd s sunival and more AMowWIng and fac "- on mana

crating §) farrowing
requirements 10 more

Assurance Schemes

Contact Us

For further information feel free to getin touch

2014 Free Farrowing



http://www.freefarrowing.org/

Free farrowing options: great diversity

Modified crates
— Swing side
— 360 farrower

Pens
— Simple
— Designed

Group systems
— Group farrowing
— Group lactation

Outdoor
— Hut and run
— Field




Satisfying needs — key criteria

SOW — nest build; undisturbed;
thermal & udder comfort; space to
gradually reduce contact with piglets

STOCKPERSON PIGLET —

good piglet survival, thermal comfort; easy access
well trained; open mind,; to udder; protection;

cost effective, efficient & safe environment enrichment; social integration

e Food Business



Free farrowing — key features to satisfy needs

— Space - >7m?/pen
— Nesting material, substrate provision to promote nest building
— Thermal & physical comfort (suit local climate)
— Sow (18-23°C); newborn piglets (34-35°C)
— Design features - details matter!
* Seclusion & functional areas
* ‘Enclosed’ nesting area
* Separate creep area (1m?) — heated / attractive
* Sloped walls -pig protection
* Comfortable flooring suitable for hygiene maintenance
* Access points, clean thoroughly
* Slurry system able to cope with substrate

— Good stockmanship / attitude
— Good breeding for maternal behaviour / appropriate litter size



Temporary restraint crate: ‘better’ model

e Food Business



Designed individual pen: ‘best’ model

s Food Business



Sloped wall dimensions — very specific

e Food Business



China examples: Free farrowing

e Food Business



Perceived barrier: mortality rate (live &
stillborn)

1|

]

? jff SIS

Crates ) Madified crates Indreidual pans Group systems

e Food Business Baxter et al 2012



Need to select the right sows for free
farrowing

® Large genetic selection experiment

Total mortality:

— Survival was improved In High Survival lines: 12%
selection line outdoor pigs Normal lines: 18%

Crushing behaviour

P=0.002
/—/%

— High Survival gilts were
more careful with less

crushing behaviour
during farrowing

No.of events
OFRPNWKMOUIO N OO

High Survival Average

Genotype



Need to train staff & have a positive attitude to
free-farrowing for success

25 - '

Site 2 Good training is
20 | key to success
15 -
10 -
5 _
0

Pre- BatchBatchBatchBatchBatchBatchBatch
trial 1 2 3 il 5 §) 7



Need access to capital investment & market
premiums to kick-start adoption

Crate PIigSAFE  Danish clely Outdoor
Farrower

Area (m?) 4.3 8.9 6.0 4.3 526.3
Floor/bed FS PS/ms PS/ms FS E/Sh
Capital £ per place 3,170 4,388 3,804 3,670 1,196

+36% +20% +15%

The overall cost of a weaned pig using the PIgSAFE system
would be approximately 3.5% higher when compared to using a
standard farrowing crate

Market premium estimated at 1.6% is required for PigSAFE

Guy et al 2012



Driving change

forum for
the future

Six steps to significant change

A
L A

(|

>1 >92 >3 >4 >5 >6

expenence diagnose create enable the sustain the set the rules
the need the system ploneernng tipping transition of the new
for change practices mainstream

s Food Business



Public campaigning

C"
Denk deze Moederdag ook eens|
aanlde moeders in de vee-industrie

In Nederland leven meer dan 1 miljoen moedervarkens.
Gevangen in krappe kooien kunnen ze hun biggetjes
niet de moederzorg geven die zij zouden willen.

Help deze moeders, teken de petitie op ciwf.nl *

COMPASSION
in world farming
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Recognise commitments to improve pig
welfare through AWARDS

| —

GOOD
PIG
AWARD

COMPASSION £%
hwwarkiﬁvning‘E:ﬂ

-

GOOD

SOW
COMMENDATION

—yle=

COMPASSION £%
in world farmin ﬁg

- CAGE FREE
w BFFRIERIEIE AWARD
2015 2017
GOOD
OOMMELGDATION
— ety i A e o
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Good Pig Award Winners

M&S

EST. 1884

e

DINGLEY DELL PORK 2

\uc o, L&;KJMMJ @
Waitrose : il

"RAL"O
- il” j
r .
Wafns

Sow Commendation Winners

2 ANTONIUS

[?me,,n,('“,(:gr:ls é’/a/e grise smager bedye AR\

e Food Business MIDLAND PIG PRODUCERS LTD



Good Pig Production Award winners

Award winners rating 2014 2015 2016 Total
5 star 4 4 - 8
4 star 2 3 6 11
3 star 4 3 6 13
2 star 1 2 3
1 star 2 2 2 6
Total 13 14 14 41

e Food Business



Support projects & provide resources

Examples of on-going projects

— Group housing of sows in the
observation period (China)

— Free-farrowing trials (Italy)

— Provision of manipulable
material to stop the need for
tail docking (with no tail biting)

— Use of IMPROVAC to end
castration in heavy weight
pigs (Italy/Spain)

s Food Business

https://www.compassioninfood

business.com/resources/pigs/

Welfare issues of sows &
meat pigs

Pig welfare outcome
measures

Series of information sheets
Booklets

Case studies of best practice


https://www.compassioninfoodbusiness.com/resources/pigs/
https://www.compassioninfoodbusiness.com/resources/pigs/
https://www.compassioninfoodbusiness.com/resources/pigs/

SOWS

Assurance Scheme Logo Country Do sows have
enough space?
RSPCA Approved Indoor Australia
RSPCA Approved Qutdoor Australia
Australian Certified Organic @ﬁ«“" Australia
Demeter (Bio- Dynamic Researchinstitute) | &2 Australia
H Choi
—dmane Lhoiee Australia
APIQ - certified Indoors Australia MAYBE
APIQ - certified free range API Australia
APIQ - certified outdoor bred and eco-barn raised : Australia
us
GAPSSTEP (from step 3to 5)
The Metherlands
Beter Leven (1¥)
Beter Leven (2*]- free range The Netherlands
The Metherlands
Beter Leven (3* / SKAL)
UK
RSPCA Assured
Milieukuer (mandatory) } The Netherlands
Milieukuer (welfare options) & The Netherlands
German
Meuland m v
R France
Label Rouge '-'La
o™ Toscana region,
Agrigualita - Italy
GlobalGAP Animal Welfare Add-on Global
USA
American Humane Association
UsA
Humane Farm Animal Care MAYBE

Animal Welfare Approved

UsA

KRAV

Sweden

Stierneked - 1 star

Stiernekgd - 2 star

Stiernekgd - 3 star

Denmark

Denmark

Denmark

Are dry sows
housed in
groups?

NMAYBE

NMAYBE
MAYBE
NMAYBE

NMAYBE

Do Farrowing

Are sows
sows have Are sows . .
i i provided with
Do sows farrow | accessto | provided with d "
adequate
freely? materials | bedding when .q
appropriate (group housed*? manipulable
PP p- group | material*?
for nesting?
MAYBE
MAYBE MAYBE
MAYBE MAYBE MAYBE
MAYBE
MAYBE MAYBE
MAYBE
MAYBE NMAYBE MAYBE
MAYBE

Do h i
sows have
¢ system match
access to an
td 2 the better AW
outdoor range?
& level?*
MAYBE
MAYBE
MAYBE
MAYBE




Role of other stakeholders to drive
change

— Government — assist with market failure / set targets /

— Producers & processors — work towards successful practice

— Retailers & food companies — support free-farrowing production
— Industry bodies & academics — promote the benefits / train

— Assurance schemes - clearly differentiate for higher welfare

— Equipment manufacturers — use correct design features, dimensions
— Breeding companies — breed for maternal behaviour, lower litter size

— NGO'’s — raise public awareness (negative & positive campaigns)
— Consumer — willing to pay modest premium

s Food Business






Lack of space provision
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Min space: 1m? per100kg pig indoors

“ *
nwieme. F'O0od Business 1.5m2 per 100kg pig straw yards



