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Evolution of pig production in Spain. kg (x1,000)
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Pig Production – Pig Value (€)

4.871.000 t 11.413.500.000



Prices. Pigs (€/100 kg carcass)Slaughtering. Evolution 2000-2023



2023_May 2024_May %

Total 33.858.512 32.608.482 -3,69

Reproductive Sows 2.364.617 2.373.506 0,38

Gilts 360.345 398.324 10,54

Piglets 9.862.789 9.812.557 -0,51

Fatteners 21.239.326 20.001.781 -5,83

Pig Population



Minimum distances:

1 km:
- Farm to Farm
- Farm to village
2 km:
- Breeding Farm – Breeding Farm
- Breeding Farm – Farm
- AI-Centre
- Breeding Farm – Village
- Pork meat industry – farm
3 km:
- sow culling collection centre

Maximum size 720 L.U. (+20%):
750 sows farrow to finish (900)
6.000 fatteners (7.200)
2.400 sows with piglets (20 kg)

Previous: RD 324/2000

Farm building permits



• Farm classification

• Location / Maximum size

• Responsibilities

• Training 

• Biosecurity 

• Emissions reductions

• Slurry management

• Movements

Farm building permits



Exports (2013-2023)



IMPORT Live Animals. Piglets





Challenges



Animal Welfare

Spanish legislation (new)

Cage free

Castration

Tail docking



New requirements:

- Minimum fibre content (neutron-detergent) in the ration: 15%.
- Gases:

- CO2
- NH3

- 2,5% Hospitality pens (especial conditions and 75% of normal density)
- Manipulated material:

- Assessment 
- Drinkers
- Feeders
- Tracebility. Tails
- Action Plan. Animal Welfare. Veterinarian



Animal Welfare – space allowance

9-March-2025

SpainEurope



ADVANTAGES OF THE CAGE:

Reduces post partum mortality

Economic (compared to alternative 
systems)

Space saving (3.6 m2 vs 6 m2)

Personal safety

Hygiene / Efficiency working conditions



Detailed maternity pen as seen
from one of the longitudinal 
corridors of the maternity unit.



Plan of the farrowing area. On the left, open cage, on the right, closed cage.





Total Born/F Born L/P  Born D/F  Momif/F  Weaning/S/F Wearning/F



Free farrowing without temporal confinement

Conventional farrowing (in cage)

Free farrowing with temporal confinement (4º day)



Litter size

Weaning under sow

Weight (piglet) weaning

ADG piglets

Total Kg wean

ADG piglets



Castration

Iberico (8%)
Inmunocastred: 20%
Surgical castration: 80%

Conventional (92%)
Non castrated: 85%
Inmunocastrated: 5%
Surgical castration: 10%



Entire tails
RD 159/2023



Emissions



Emissions Control
RD 306/2020

New Farms (all different sizes) from 2020:
❖ (-60%) in facilities where animals are located
❖ (-80%) in slurry lagoons
❖ Minimum protein diets. Multi-feed diets
❖ Record BATs

Existing Farms (2022)
❖ DEI Farms: 
❖ Non DEI Farms (> 120 UGM) (1 UGM = 0,96 farrowing to finish sow)

❖ Minimum protein diets. Multi-feed diets 
❖ Emptying of the manure pits of the accommodation at least once a month
❖ Choose one of:

❖ (-30%) in facilities where pigs are located
❖ (-40%) in slurry lagoons
❖ Other BAT with a reduction of 40% of emissions
❖ Reduce 40% the capacity of the farm

❖ Record BATs





THE MASSIVE APPLICATION AND COMMUNICATION OF BATs provided for 
in RD 306/2020 is the only scenario for complying with the reduction path 

established in application of the Nitrogen Directive.



Results of application of  new calculation system

Favourable evolution of emissions in manure management and field application 
of white pigs up to 2021.



Animal Health





Pigs:
-69,31%







ASF Prevention
Spain exports 3rd countries:

1.306.094 tones (47%)

Risks:
- Contaminated products →Wild Boar
- Live animals imports
- Natural movements of Wild Boar



People



Average age of owners in food production: animals and 
vegetables



Future?

• Reduction in the number of farmers

• Reduction in production

• Reduction in consumption

• Concentration of production

• Specialisation of labour

• Improved animal welfare

• Control of emissions and odours. Society

• Reduction of exports to third countries

• Increased exports to the European Union
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