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Danish pig production is challenged!











This works....



Health record



So... let’s make sure we look at it the same way



Does this hospital pen meet the requirements?





Does this hospital pen meet the requirements?



Does this hospital pen meet the requirements?
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Critical decision points
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Which animal group has most non-compliances?

33%

Weaners Slaugther pigs Sows

33%33%

Hernia

Lameness

Tail bite

Tail bite

Ear wound

Encephalitis

Unthrifty
Leg problems

Shoulder ulcers
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We focus on two typical lesions

Lameness in sows Hernia in slaugther pigs
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Lameness in sows - critical decision points



Lameness in sows – case 1



Not lame sow

Lameness in sows – case 1



Lameness in sows – case 2



Lameness in sows – case 3



Lameness in sows – case 3
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de forskellige tekst niveauer Lameness in sows – what is the correct action? 

Thorough inpection of all sows in the gestation unit is important!

When must a lame sow be moved to a hospital pen?

➢ If the sow is not able to manage together with the other sows

When must the lame sow be euthanized?

➢ If the sow is believed to have a broken leg

➢ If there are no signs of recovery

The earlier you treat a lame sow

The more correct you treat a lame sow

The better prognosis
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Hernia in pigs - critical decision points



Herna in pigs – case 1



Hernia in pigs – case 2



Hernia in pigs – what is the correct action?

When can the pig stay in the original pen?

➢ If the hernia is small

When must the pig be moved to a hospital pen?

➢ If the hernia is big

➢ If there is a wound on the hernia sac

When must the pig be euthanized?

➢ If the pig is unthrifty

➢ If the movements are reduced because of the hernia

➢ If the hernia touches the floor



Hernia certifications

• You can transport up to 5 hernia pigs together 

in a pen with extra space and bedding

• Provided that the vet has made a certification 

no more than 7 days prior to the transport



Slaughter certifications

✓Valid for 48 hours

✓Pigs with minor injuries can be sent to slaughter

✓Pigs with injuries can be sent to slaughter on a 

special transport where the pigs are separated with 

extra space and soft bedding.



Treatment of sick and injured pigs

Farm blindness

or

Jeppe K?



Atmospheric
(very poor light)

Natural air conditioning
(drafting from ventilation)

Charming
(deteriorated)

Easily digestible, protein-rich meals
(old feed covered with flies)

You sleep like the Princess on the Pea
(believe me – lots of “peas")

To the connoisseur of life
(The cold, wet environment leads the 

mind to how good everything else is)



Design of hospital pens



Correct use of hospital pens

✓ Placed where they are to be used

✓ Placed where you come

✓ Bright and friendly

✓ Otherwise, you are not coming

✓ Enough space

✓ Dry and soft bedding....

✓ Cooling

✓ Heating

✓ FRESH water and feed

✓ ATTENTION on animals with impaired movement

✓ Remember a health record at the hospital pen

✓ Who is in charge of the hospital pens???



Soft bedding can part the waters

In hospital pens, at least 2/3 of the total minimum floor 

areal must have soft bedding.

A soft bedding can be a rubber mat or sufficient straw, so 

that the pigs are not in direct contact with the floor.

There must be a heating source and a cooling facility.

Bekendtgørelse om dyrevelfærdsmæssige mindstekrav til hold af grise
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indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer What typically goes wrong – and why?

The focus is on the performance of all pigs

2

There is no specific treatment plan for sick pigs

3

Euthanasia is unpleasant or found unnecessary

4

Training is not a priority

5

Nothing is done

The individual pig is not treated

The pig is not euthanized or treated correct

Euthanization is postponed

New employees do not know the correct actions

You do not know the correct action when a pig is sick

1



Three things can help!

1. Instruction manual

2. Inspect sick and injured pigs at set times

3. Get the vet into the hospital pens



Summary

1. Have a plan for the sick and injured pigs

➢ Remember the decision tree!

2. Decide who is responsible for the sick pigs

3. Decide who is responsible for euthanization

➢ Remember the holidays!

4. Make sure new employees get proper training

5. Assess your hospital pens with critical eyes!
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